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Resource Center for Persons
with Disabilities

magine that you are visnally
impaired. Maybe you've
had eye surgery and need (o

wear an eyc-patch for awhile, or

maybe you hirve a degencraive
eyce discase, or mmaybe you sim-
ply have trouble distinguishing
grey tones [rom one another.
Being visually impaired, much
less blind, is a difficult thing for
many pcople to, if you'll pardon
the expression, cavision. But
take the thought one step Tur-
ther...What if you arc visually
impaired, and you have 10 use
the library?

[n 1973, the [U7-Bloomingion
Resource Center for the Blind
was eslablished 1o the Main Li-
brary with the gifl of an clectric
hraille typewriter from the
Bloomington Lions Club.
Placed on the third floor of the

Undergraduate Library, the
typewriter was housed next to
tape cassetie players borrowed
from the Media Center. After
a period of time, several braille
Spanish hooks, o braille Bible,
a braille dictionary, and other
types of sound equipment were
added o the collection.

The Resource Center for the
Blind was eventually moved to
the first floor of the Undergradu-
ate Library and, with the move,
the name was changed to the
Resource Center for Persons
with Visual Impainments. Dur-
ing (he 1990-1991 scheol year,
the center was officially titled
the Resource Center [or Persons
with Disabilitics. The new
namc signified a growing appre-
ciation that not only visually -
paired patrons require special

Ann Minde

assistance in a library—but also
those patrons with learning dis-
abititics, mobility disabilitics,
and, (o a certain extent, hearing
disahilities.

The Americans with Disabili-
Lics Act (ADA)Y was passed in
1992, requiring among other
things that all public facilities
and their contents be made
handicapped accessible. How-
ever, 1U-Bloomington was well
ahead of the game. In 1991,
University Computing Services,
the Disabled Students Office,
and the Resource Center for Per-
sons with Disabilitics (RCPD)
had worked together to acquire a
computer workstlation specifical-
ly equipped with adaptive tech-
nology and software for the
disabled.

please turn to page 2



Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities

continued from page |

The station is comprised of
an IBM compatible/large-screen
monitor which is equipped with
the SoftVert voice synthesizer,
VISTA text enlarger, and an
optical character scanner.
VISTA enables visually im-
paired patrons to change the size
and dimensions of the text they
arc reading, change the back-
ground color, or highlight
hlocked text, while the scanner
cnables books, articles, or other
printed material 1o be converted
into WordPerfect and then either
enlarged or printed. An emboss-
er is attached to the IBM which
allows text files to be printed
in braille. A point-and-shoot
menu was created for the IBM,
granting the patrons immediate
aceess o the ALLL nelwork and
thus cmail, [0, and Cacl Uncov-
cr, as well as to the braille cm-
bosser and the optical scanner,

A 1992 grant from University
Computing has helped to swell
the size of the RCPD; recently,
a second IBM compatible termi-
nal was added to the center. Al-
though not a large-screen
monitor, the terminal is
equipped with Magic Deluxe, a
text enlarging program slightly
different from VISTA. In addi-
tion, a CI3-ROM drive was at-
tached, and ABI Inform, a busi-
ness periodicals index, was
loaded onto the menu,

In addition to the second ter-
minal, the RCPD acquired three
laptop computers with various

software capabilities and, a
long-wished for item, the
Kurzweil Reading Edge. The
Kurzweil is a portable optical
scanner which can not only read
material to the patron in a vari-
cty of voices, but can also store
and edit material. The Kurzweil
may be connected to a compati-
bic computer il so desired.

Use of the Resource Center
has varied over the semesters—
gencrally 12-15 patrons use the

facility on a regular basis. It is
sincerely hoped that, with the
addition of new adaptive equip-
ment, interest in and use of the
center will expand,

For further information,
please contact: Ann Minde,
Coordinator, Resource Center
for Persons with Disabilitics,
IU-B Undergrad. Library W121,
Bloomington, IN 47405,

(812) 855-0857, (Internet:
asatterw @ indiana.edu).

Building(s) for the future

Perry Willet

The InULA Continuing Edu-
cation Committee sponsored its
annual workshop on October 8th
at the new TUPUT University Li-
brary. The focus was on the
planning and design of new li-
brary buildings and what impact
new libraries have on stalf, col-
lections and services. About 60
people gathered at the new
IUPUT library. In addition 1o
those attending from 3 IU cam-
puses, there were people from
other university and college li-
brarics (from as far away as
Michigan and Kentucky), high
schools, hospitals and museums.

Barbara Fischler, Director of
Libraries at [UPUL, began the
day by describing the planning
process tor the new library,
Donna Burrow, the Systems/
Antomation Officer at TUPUI,

save a demonstration of the in-
formation system that has been
designed for the workstations.

Also, Pat Steele and Gwen
Pershing presented the planning
process behind the new Fduca-
tion Library, and Gwen spoke
about the experiences during the
first year in the new building.
Later in the afternoon, David
Kaser, Emeritus Distinguished
Professor in Library and Infor-
mation Science at [, spoke
about his perceplion of the
trends in library design from
his experience as a consultant
in many construction projects.

‘The presentations and tours
were exciling and educational.
For those who missed the work-
shop, there will be a chance o
tenor the University Library dur-
ing the formal dedication in
April, 1994,



Regional Campus Highlights:

Notes from IU South Bend

Rosanne Cordell

IUSB Schurz Library’s popu-
lar SOS (Schurz Online Ser-
vices) program will be retumning
SOON. When IUSB's Compul-
er Scrvices retired the aging
Prime computer this summer,
campus faculty and staff tem-
porarily lost access to the online
service which allowed them to
send reference questions and in-
terlibrary loan requests through
¢-mail. The service also allowed
easy internet access o several

often-used databases, including
catatogs for the University of
Chicago, University of Michi-
gan, University of Notre Dame,
and Library of Congress; and
CARIL.. The developer of the
original program, Larry Holbert,
is working on a new version of
S0S which will be Windows
compatible, An additional fea-
turc in this version will allow in-
structors to request bibliographic
instruction sessions for their
classes through ¢-mail, and in-

1994 SLIS Scholarship Announcement

The purpose of the InULA
scholarship awarded annuoally 1o
a SLIS student is to encourage
and reward the potential for
excellence in the library and in-
formation science profession.
The recipient of the $1,000
scholarship is selected from a
field of applicants bascd on the
candidate’s personal statement
of philosophy of librarianship
and carcer goals. Content, style
and ingenuity are factors for
evaluation, The student’s SLIS
GPA and letters of recommen-
dation are also considered.

Any continuing full-time or
part-time student in the MLS

degree program of LU School
of Library and Information Sci-
ence is eligible 10 apply. The re-
cipicnt must be continuing in the
SL.IS MLS program at least
through the Spring Semester of
the award year. Applications
may be obtained from Mary
Krutulis, the Director of Admis-
sions and Placement in SLIS.
Application materials must be
submitied by March 1, 1994

10 the President of InULA,
Marianne Mason at the LU

Law Library. The award will

be announced by Apnf 1st,

ternel access 10 Project Guten-
berg is being considered. Larmry
has worked closely with library
staff, and we are confident users
will be impressed with the

new SOS.

Members welcome!

InULA welcomes new members
anytime throughout the year. If
you're interested in joining con-
tact Mechael Gago, Serials
Dept., Main Library E-048, IUB
{email MGAGO.UCS.INDIANA EDU).

INnULA's Research
Incentive Fund

The InULA Research Incen-
tive Fund encourages and sup-
ports research by funding
rasearch projects of any size or
scope. Projsct proposals sub-
mitted by untenured librarians
will receive top priority because
it is often difficult for beginning
researchers to obtain research
grants. However, all requests
will be considered on their indi-
vidual merit and value 1o the field
of librarianship.

The next deadline for applica-
tions is February 28. Contact
Marianne Mason, InULA Presi-
dent, for details.



Technology News

InULA Listserv One-Year Anniversary

Janet Meek

December marks the one year
anniversary of InULA’s List-
serv, InULLA-L., This is a good
time 10 look at how we’ve made
use of this new service, and
think about how we might use
it in the future,

There are currently around
120 people subscribed to InU-
ILA-L.. This year, members who
weren't previously subscribed
were “automatically’ put on the
list. Postings to InUJILA-L have
included a list created by the
TULFC Rescarch Committee of
refereed joumals in Library Sci-
ence; a response to this was that
several people reading the list
added journals they knew of that
had been overlooked. Guide-
lines for, and recipients of, the
Research Incentive Grants were

posted, as were announcements
and minutes for various mect-
ings and programs sponsored by
InULA. Andrea Singer’s list of
citations on the topic of ACRILL
Standards for Faculty Status
was among the more stimulating
topics posted over the past year.
[nULA-I. would have been a
great forum for dialogue about
the topic, but unfortunately,
there was little response.
There has been some interest

in getling to the archives, so I'm
going o lry to give you neces-
sary, but not too technical, dirce-
tions for getting a copy of
something youw saw go by on
InULA-L, hut neglected to save.
Begin by sending a mail mes-
sage Lo the Listserv:

PO%"TISTSERV@IUBVM.
UCS INDIANAEDU™.
l.eave the subject line blank and
send the message

GET INULA-L FILELIST
You'll get a series ol responses
telling you thal your mail was
detivered to the listserv, that the
[ile has been sent to you (in
VMS dump format. ..}, and that

you Received a network file
called INULA-L FILELIST.
The files arc sent as bitnet files,
50 you have 1o RECLIVE them
as bitnet files. This can be done
through a serics of menus from
the top ATE menu, but a better
way 1§ to go the § promplt and
type RECEIVE *, This gels all
your bitact files, puts them into
your VMS directory which you
can edit, send as mail files, or
fip to your word processor,

The FILELIST is a notehook
of messages that have been seot
to the Listserv, InULA-L, since
it began, The messages are all
stored as numbered 1.OG files,
with dales and times included.

If there are more things you'd
like 10 know about TnULA-L, fct
us know. We'll try to run a reg-
ular piece in fnULA Notes with
various “technology tips.”  Of
course, we could also post use-
ful tips on the listsery! Sead us a
message or comment; now that
ntost of you are subscribed, just
mail to;

po% mula- [@iubvoiucs.mdiana edu),
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