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Catzloging of Mieroforms
by
Marty Joachim
Catzlog Dept., Bloomington Carpus
Iibrarians today realize that microforms are =
very important pert of their librery holdings. It
wasn't always so. Inadequate or non-existent cataloging
seems to have been very common for many early microform
acquisitions of the Indisna University Library. Ferhaps
librsrians, in those early days of microforms, decided
thet patrons just would not be interested in reading
with a machine and that cataloging of microforms was,
therefore, not very important.

#ith many new nicroferm projects today, however,

thorough cataloging is a necesaity. Cooperative cat-
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aloging rrojects have become rezl time and money savers
in handling series thet have run into thoussnds of titles.
Five major projects will serve to illustrate these points,

The "™Manuscrirta' series is » major undertaking under
the direction of S=iat Louis University Iibrery. Begun
in the late 1950's, this series includes microfilms of
rare and out-of-print books in such libraries as the
Biblioteca Vaticana and Les Fontaines, Chantilly, Frence.
Most items, if cataloged thoroughly, would recuire a great
deal of time and money. Through 1967 Saint Louis' Pius XII
Memorial library provided cetaloging for all items in this
series at a very modest %$1.00 ver title. Since rising costs
and the necessity to hire sdded catalogers to handle an
increase in titles ic be cataleoged wousd have resulted in
a substantisl increase in cost, Saint louis ceased provid-
ing full eataloging in 1968, The library does provide copy
for its own temporary cards. These cards, although not
ideal, do provide adequate information to identify the
works cataloged without heving to look at esch reel of
fiim, The cost of this service is very reassonable. The most
recent set received by Indiana includes &2 titles for which
the cost of Saint Louis' temporary cataloging wes «4.10.

Two more very importsnt microfilm projects are "Barly
English Books, 1475-1640," selected from Pollsrd and Red-
Grave's Short-litle Catslogue, and "Early Snglish Books,
1641-1700," seleeted from Donald Wing's Short-Title Cat-
alogue, About three years ago I discovered that there had
been no cataloging at =11 done for these series. The Follard
and Redgrsve series is in its 39th year and the Wing in its
16th. The University of hichigan Library provides very in-
expensive cetaloging for these series; in 1974 the cost yer
card set was raiged from 75 cents to 41,00,

Of special importonce to tlose interested in the his-
tory of science is the "Landmrrks of Seience” microprint
troject. There are an estimoted 6,000 titles in this series,
with prossible plans for exyansion of the project. Readex
#icroprint Corporrtion rrovides very insdequste and very
poor auality cataloging for this yrojeect. 4t & cost of
only 250,00 for the cataloging, however, I decided to
order the full set of one card per title. Our libtrary will
certainly get more ithan its moaey's worth of use from these
cards even if they are far from idesl estsloping.
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inother extensive project is "Three Centuries of
Drams," a wicroprint edition of English drara, 15C0-
1£G0, and of American drawms, 1714-1830, covering more
then 5,000 titles. The library of the University of
California at Riverside is engaged in a microforns
ceteloging project and offers a real bargsin for very
good and corxplete cataloging; a set of cards recently
received included cataloging for 406 titles at +37.50;
that is less than 10 cents per title.

If catslogers at Indians hsd to rrocess each title,
there would bte neither time nor staff to do it. Clearly
it makes sense to take advantage of the work of others.
Even if thet work is inadequete, we cen use student
helr to check and verify entries snd so forth; we st
least have gomething with which to work without having
tc lcok at every microferm individually.

One interesting problem is develoring because of
access to datz bases. The University of lichigan Library
states that it has been receliving queries zbout input-
ing its cataloging from Pollard and Redgrave and from
Wing into CCLL. Since Short-Title Catalogus cards are
provided by a self-suprorting project that is sustain-
ed from the income from the ssle of ecards, Michigan
mainteins thet it would be forced to terminaste the pro-
ject 1if sale of cards cesse or significantly decline
as & result of access to cards through OCLC, We could
not afford to do thorouvgh cateloging; yet we will be
obligated to input =11 our cataloging into OCLL, Sounds
like catch-22.

The status of the cstaloging of each of these series
varies, "Manuscripta" cataloging is current. Follargd
and Redgrave calaloging is only about one-fifth com—
plete, and Wing cataloging has not yet begun, "land-
marks of Science" 1s complete only through entries
beginning with the letter G, and "Three Centuries of
Drama™ is net yet under way.

Cataleging of microforms is necessary if we want
to offer thorough access to our holdings. The Micro-
forms Dspartment has noted that there has been signif-
lcant increzse in the use of matericls for which cat-
aloging has been cornwleled. Most people, certainly,
would prefer a bock to = microform; bhut if the choice
is between a microform and nothing =zt =11, people will
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use what is svailable. licroforms are definitely here
to stay.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICGITY COMMITTEE

The InUlA Communications and Fublicity Committes is
resronsible for the disseminstion of information azbout
InULA activities and for the meiling of publicstions to
members, It has noi been necessary tc meel yet as & grour
because the amount of communicstion and publication has
been light enough tc be handled by the chalirperson.
Members:

Marilyn Belam

Ellen Rudolph

Rits Lichtenberg, liason

Kathy Purnell, chalrpergson

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
Members :
Betty Jo Irvine, liason
Joan Brewer, chairperson

CONTINUIHG EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The InULA Committee for Continuing Education will be pre-
senting & workshop May 21/22, Friday and Saturday, in
Bioomington. The participants will consider the state of
the art and techniaques in the processes of publicaticn
and arplication for externsl funding, They will represent
the library publishing industry, governmental and private
funding agencies and academic and public Iibrarianship.
Small group working sessions sre plsnned in addition to
genersl sessions, Co-sponsorship of the workshor with
the Monroe County Publiec Library and/or the Graduste Li-
brary Schocl is being investigeted.
Members:

Jean Gosebrink

Jim Greaves

Virginia Humnicky

Iou Malcolmb

Carolyn Snyder

Nancy Vossmeyer



Ann Beltran, liason
Iaurel Jizba, cheirperson

MEMBERSHIF COMILITTEE

The Membership Committee, together with the Program and
Socisl Commitiee sronsored an Open House in October to rro-
vide an oprortunity for old mewbers and prospective mem-
bers to get to know esch other. The current membership in
InULA is 126,
FKembers:

Nina Ost

Susan Thompson

lols Lehman, lissocn

Barbara Halporn, chairperson

WATIONWAL LIBRARY WEEK COiuITTEE

National Library Week is plsnned for April 4-10, It is
expected that the traditionzl events--book szle, art sale,
art exhibit, and musical performancea-- will be included,
The committee will discuss and finalize the program, If
you have suggestions, please make your ildeas known to the
committee or any of its members.
Members:

Eileen Fry, Slide library

Gail Grise, Catelog Dept.

Fenton Mszriin, Pol, Scilence Hesearch Center

Maudine Williams, Herron School of Art, IUFUI

¥arty Joachim, liascn

Jim Greaves, chairperson
It would be appreciated 1f 1-3 more interested individusls
volunteered to serve. Contact Jim Gresves at 337-8028.
Throughout the next months, your interest, enthusiasm
and support will be greatly eprreciated.

PROGRAN. AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The Frogram and Social Committse sponsored--in cooperation
with the Membership Cormittee-- an open house on Cctober
9, with approximately 70 librarians from IU and the lonroe
County Public Library attending. At the fall business meet-
ing on November 13, Herbert kWhite of the Graduste Library
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Sechool Research Center srolie on "Yrends in Iibrorisnship.”
YWie are hoping te hnve a joint rmeeting vith the lonroe
County Public Library during the string, and would be
harrv to receive sugpestions for progran toplcs.
Members:

Amn Armstrong

Jill Caldwell

Herb Miller

Jim Fullins

Mary Scherger

Fawzi Tadros

Judi Singleton, liason

Barbara Underwood, chairperson

PURLICATIGIS COMMITTEE

The Publications Commitiee has spent recent weeks working
to complete this issue of the Quarterly. Ve welcome sug-
gestions and femture srticles from InUL& members and oth-
ers for coming 1ssues.
Members :

Herb Miller

Mary Scherger

Andrea Singer

Betty Jo Irvine, liason

Mary Popp, chairperson

InULA CONSTITUTION BYLAWS

The Constitution Committee circulated to the merbership
proposed amendments to the InULA Constitution By-Laws.
These amendments were read and discussed at the November
13 meeting., A final version is in rrocess of preparation
and will be submitted as a mail ballot in January.
Froposed smendments include an addition to Article I.
Section 1.{free membership period for newly-aprointed
librarians); an added Subsection to Article III.Section
5.{addition of a Continuing Eduention Committee); De-
letion of Subsection B. Article ILI, Section 5. (Pro-
fessional Advencement and Status Committee); Teletion of
Subsection E, Article 11I. Section 5. (CGrievance Cormittee).
Any member who missed the Hovember 13 meeling and wishes
more Information or wants to comment on ths projosals
should call or write Joan Brewer, Morrison 16 (7-7686).



BUSINESS MEETING
Novermber 13, 1975

After some discussion of the 1roposed amendments to the
constitution, Professor Herb White of the I.U. Graduate
Library School Research Center spoke on "Trends in Libra-
rianship." His predictions of the fulure for acedenic
libraries includeé diminution of resources znd increasing
coorerstive efforts to counter this, While many others
would consider this z prophecy of gloom, Professor ¥hite
thought thrt the professionrl librarian would weather

the storm through the slmost universal ep: liesbility of
his training in the business and governwent sectors and
continuing educstion to updete his sk*lls. The operations
of the library, toc, would change with less emphasis on
technical services. Professor ihite's sduress had both
rersonsl and professional implications for InULA mermbers,
and his listeners were quite atientive.

Herb Miller
HCNOR HOT LONORARIUE

lollowing the workshopr spongored by the Continuing Educa-
tion Committee last May, chairperson lois lehman received
the following letter from one of the psrticipanis in the
progrem:

Desr lois,

I wrs plessed to receive your nice let:ier. Tou snd your
committee should be gretified for hsving planned such a
fine workshop. The yregram wes timely and very pertinent
to today's scene. Too, the informsl contacts iiade during
coffee breaks and meals were also enlightening,

I must ssy thst I never expected an honorarium. After all,
the staff of the State Librsry is greteful for an orvor-
turity to rarticipete. Therefore, 1 would like to donate
this ... to the I.J, Librerians Associstion te helr defray
the expenses for next year's workshop...

Rest wishes to your fgssocisticon in the coming year.



sincerely,

(tiss) Lila Bredy

assistent Direclor

Incinna Stete Library
InI & very muech & recislted l.iss Prady!s contribution to
the progrem and her yprriicipetien in the conference. The
emount has been renlaced in the Inidi:i account for use by
the current ccommittee.

REGIOuAL CuiaPUS LIVRARTALS

Feel left cut? let other rembers know what you are doing.
If you have news for the Quarterly or a great ides for
a feature article, contoct cur lieson for regional cam-
pus libraries: Mary Scherger, Heference Librarien

Kokomo Regional Campus Library

664237
YOU THE READIR

The Putlications Committee does not know whrt interaests
the readers of the Suarteriy heve unlesg the readers
make their preferences known. Should we dror thke minutes
of the Executive Bosrd? add 2 leiters tc the editor col-
umn? cease publication of the Luarterly? kake your
preferences known. Contact me or any member of the com-
mittes,

Fary FPopp

Graduate Library School

Library 337-5968



