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I. Welcome and Introductions

II. Guest Speaker from Teach for America, Andrew Cornetta

Teach for America is in its first year of recruiting graduate students.  For more 

information, email apcornet@indiana.edu.

III. Guest Speaker Casey Cox, Student Trustee

Suggested questions/comments from representatives:

Dave (Law):  When tuition goes up, is the quality of education increasing?

Matt (Comp. Lit.):  The pay inequity between departments should be addressed.

Ann (Soc.):  If you’re coming for 6 years and have a few thousand in loan each year,  

it adds up.


Marysol (musicology):  Many of us select IU based on ranking, but the School of 

Music has funding other programs don’t have, so the funding decisions that 

affect others don’t affect all musicology and music theory students.

Kim (BSC):  Liveable vs. funded:  Does in state vs. out state matter?

Camille (Funding chair):  There’s a problem with bringing graduate students into 

research centers because they cost more than Ph.D.s


Carter (English):  If IU continues its current path, it will only have 22-year-old 

undergraduates moving straight into grad school.


Lee Anne (English):  The class sizes in the English department have increased 

significantly.


John (Germanic Studies):  If we lose ten students, we lose a section.


?? (Econ.):  How fast is our tuition increasing in comparison to others?


Ann (Soc.):  Fees need to be taken into account as well.


Casey Cox:  The state likes to link tuition and fees together.



The student trustee is your direct link to trustees and administration.  There 

has been no resolution to the question of outsourcing in regards to the Bookstore.  Terry 

Clapacs has made a recommendation to President Herbert regarding the motor pool.  

The IU Motor pool will be responsible for maintenance and departmental vehicles.  

Other vehicles will be refinanced through a private company, freeing up about $2.8 

million for Franklin and Ballantine Halls.  Enterprise Rent-a-Car will provide car rentals 

to students as young as 18.  Four employee positions will be impacted.  Two positions 

will be eliminated as those employees retire or are reassigned.  The admin will interview 

with Enterprise or be reassigned.



If you would like to contact Casey, email him at cbcox@indiana.edu.

IV. Old Business

a. Vote on caucus constitutional amendment

See attached amendment.

Discussion:



Marysol (musicology):  What’s the limit of people per caucus?



John (Germanic Studies):  There will be one caucus.  Departments have 200 

students to one rep.



Eric (SPEA):  Motion to vote; Jen (REEI):  2nd


Vote:  Twenty-two for, 3 against

V. New Business

a. Upcoming events

Notice the new format of distributed updates.

Valentine’s Dance will be 7:30-11:30 p.m., not starting at 8.

Life Behind the Wall will be at 7 p.m. if panelists are found.

b. Discussion of diversity awareness

Carter (English):  There were issues with the heteronormativity of the initial 

speed dating flyer.  There was good responsiveness, because a new 

flyer was out within 30 hours.



Jim (Law):  I spoke to Doug Bauder at GLBT office who wanted tips.  When 

you start segmenting groups, there can be lots of groups.  Some people 

even switched to other groups at the event.



Carter (English):  Suggestion—“speed friending.”  



The new flyer didn’t solve the concerns, as students not in the heterosexual 

group felt like they were off in a different room.



Debbie:  Suggestion to talk to students who would like event changed.



Ann (Art Ed.):  Even after new flyers were distributed, some old posters 

were still floating around.

VI. Breakout sessions

-Relay for Life strategy session

-“Making Connections-Making Friends” planning session

-Grad Benefits/University Life Roundtable planning session

-Faculty Mentor Award guideline discussion

VII. Adjourn

GPSO CAUCUS

GPSO Constitution

Article III Section 2 – present version

Article III Section 2: Distribution of Seats.

Part 1. Each department shall be entitled to one voting representative for each 200 students or fraction thereof. Departments may elect co-Representatives to any seat they are entitled, but all co-Representatives assigned to any particular seat shall have only one vote between them.

Part 2. Representation shall be based on the number of students enrolled in each department at the beginning of the fall semester of the prior year. The Executive Committee shall obtain these figures from each school’s Recorder or the university Registrar’s Office.

Part 3. The number of seats allocated to each department in the next year’s Assembly shall be presented to and approved by the Assembly by the March meeting.

Part 4. Non-voting seats may be provided for: 1) non-degree granting programs; or 2) interest groups that are primarily composed of graduate or professional students.
Proposed amendment:

Part 5. One voting seat may be provided for a single voting caucus comprised of qualifying special interest groups that are at least partly composed of graduate or professional students.  In order to qualify for participation in the voting caucus, the following criteria must be fulfilled: 1) the special interest group must be registered with and in good standing with the Indiana University Student Activities Office; 2) any individual speaking on behalf of a registered student organization in the voting caucus must be eligible for membership in the GPSO as stipulated in Article II Section 1 above; 3) any individual speaking on behalf of a registered student organization in the voting caucus must be recognized by the Student Activities Office as a legitimately elected officer of that organization; and 4) representatives of special interest organizations wishing to participate in this voting caucus must alert the Executive Committee 48 hours in advance of a representative assembly meeting or election in order to allow the Executive Committee to verify legitimacy of the student as an organizational officer with the Student Activities Office.

