GPSO Assembly Meeting 

September 9, 2005
Submitted by: Ann McCranie, Recording Secretary 
1. Welcome and Introduction

a. Eric Zeemering (moderator) provided some information about the history of GPSO and the structure of the organization. Asked members to introduce themselves and name their favorite movie/book of the summer. 

2. Comments from members

a. Avi Spechler, MLS: Asked about GPSO’s position/action on issue addressed by Bloomington Faculty Council late last year about academic fees supporting atheletic activities. 

b. Randy Patrick, Anthropology asked why UITS closed computer labs on Labor Day at 6 p.m.

c. Visitor from Anthropology asked how GPSO relates to other bodies and institutions at IU. Eric explained that GPSO serves to communicate the agenda of graduate students as a whole to administration, to appoint graduate students to committees, and by participating in larger structure of  university by moderator or committee chairs.

i. Graduate students said he was concerned about scheduling decisions (classrooms, in particular) as they related to departments and whether his department was unique in facing problems this year. General discussion indicated this was a university wide concern this year. 

d. Paul Rahwer, Computer Science asked for some GPSO “success stories.” Some volunteered by various attendees included: lecture series and graduate student events; participation in health care coverage changes; securing a student insurance liaison for the IUB campus to assist students, delaying the due dates of fees assessed graduate students at the beginning of the semester until after they have received their first paycheck. 

e. Representative asked about progress of dental insurance. Outgoing Graduate School Dean John Slattery said that seeing information about how other Big 10 schools offered dental care for students made a big impression on administrators and he thought that dental insurance might be a possibility, particularly if financed in lieu of a one-time 1-2 percent salary increase for graduate students. Slattery said a survey had revealed that students would support such a move. He said the move to get dental insurance could very well be successful if pressure is maintained. While he said he was optimistic, he said it was not a “sure thing.” 

f. Debashish Ghosh, Geography asked why AIs are not allowed to schedule STC labs and that only faculty members can. Eric said he would look into this. 

g. A representative asked about the way Oncourse CL was introduced. This led to a general conversation about the nature of IU bureaucracy. Eric suggested that someone from the Oncourse staff could come to speak to grad students and that representatives could solicit information from their representatives about the issue. He also suggested this was a reason why GPSO should ask to have representation on technology committee. 

3. Guest Comments from John T. Slattery

a. Slattery, who was leaving in a week, gave some update on the hiring for his successor, who the new Chancellor will decide on, and praised the GPSO for their involvement in his hiring and in graduate affairs. 

4. Old Business

a. No old business to report. 

b. Parliamentarian Leslie Harlacker suggested that the body waive Robert’s Rules of Orders. The motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously. 

5. New Business

a. COAS Tuition Waiver Policy: Eric said he has received a couple of complaints about a new policy that affects the tuition waivers of student academic appointees in COAS. The change means that COAS students can not receive tuition waivers for classes that are offered outside of COAS by another academic unit of IU unless they are part of an approved interdisciplinary/joint program, it is a part of their PhD minor coursework, or a faculty advisor indicates that the coursework is critical to their academic careers. 

i. Eric asked for representatives to find out from their departments how this affected them and get back to Eric so that he can get a sense of who is impacted and how. 

1. One representative mentioned that students in her department sometimes could not be open with advisors about seeking another degree in a more applied field for fear that they would not be taken seriously. 

2. Another rep mentioned that many students felt like their six hours of summer coursework tuition waiver should be available for any type of personal academic endeavor. 

b. Leann Terry, treasurer passed out most recent budget figures. 

c. Eric brought up issue of fee review process and the relationship between IUSA and GPSO to give representatives fair warning of what might be a controversial topic. 

d. Eric mentioned the undergraduate admissions review process review and asked if representatives were interested. 

e. John Slattery was presented with a plaque in appreciation for his service to the GPSO and university. He received a standing ovation. 
