GPSO RESOLUTION

Preamble: Recognizing that the Indiana State Legislature, along with state legislatures nationwide, is faced with an extraordinary challenge developing the 2003-2005 budget, the Graduate and Professional Student Organization (GPSO), as sole official representative body for all IU-Bloomington graduate and professional students, respectfully submit the following resolution for their consideration….

WHEREAS

Indiana University (IU) plays a central role in Indiana: IU is an engine for economic growth, IU prepares young people and adults for the demands of the workplace, and IU enhances the cultural and intellectual life for all Hoosiers…

G&P teach, tutor, and advise undergraduates; and help train future K-12 school teachers; G&P make a significant contribution to the day to day operations of IU; and so play an integral role in the educational and research mission of IU…

The State of Indiana cut funding for IU by 107.6 million in FY 2003…

Investing in education should remain a priority for state government…

Costs associated with daily operation of the University, including building maintenance and employment expenses, have increased since 2001 appropriations levels; and, the University serves as a key employer to both students and local Bloomington residents…

If funding is not restored, the entire IU community, and Indiana as a whole, will suffer adverse consequences…

THEREFORE, the GPSO BELIEVES THAT…

State operating appropriations should be restored to 2002-2003 levels…

State funds should be restored for the Repair and Rehabilitation of existing buildings…

State funds should be restored for capital appropriations to build much-needed research space…

Educational funding, as a whole, should be restored and/or increased across the board…

ACTION STATEMENT

1. The GPSO authorizes and encourages members of the Executive Committee and the External Relations Committee to take appropriate action on behalf to GPSO to lobby state officials.

2. We encourage all graduate and professional students to make their views on these matters known to their state representatives.

3. We urge state officials to invest in education by restoring funding levels for higher education, and for IU in particular.

4.
We direct the GPSO Moderator to send a signed copy of this resolution to Governor Frank O’Bannon, the members of the Indiana House of Representatives Ways and Means Committee, the members of the Indiana Senate Finance Committee, the leaders of the major parties in the Indiana General Assembly, IU Interim President Gerald Bepko, IU-Bloomington Chancellor Sharon Brehm, IU-Bloomington Dean of Students Richard McKaig, Hoosiers for Higher Education, the Indiana Daily Student, and any other persons or organizations he deems appropriate.

