Steve Chermak (Criminal Justice)
Here’s my latest teaching innovation for my large lectures.  I try to get my PowerPoint up and running 5-10 minutes before class starts to display a thinking slide:  a question, quotation, a photo, a problem, or a short newspaper article.   Students have learned I start lecture by talking about the slide, or I go back to it later (or both).   I often have students talking before class about the slide, and it provides an easy transition into class, thus getting students active and engaged even before class starts (McKeachie, 2002, Teaching Tips, p. 58-59).  I think I get about 5 more minutes of learning from them, which increase time on task, another known way to increase student learning (Astin, 1993, What Matters In College).  I use it for both my large lectures [P100: Intro. to CJ (360 students) and E104: Crime, Mass Media and Society (120 students)]. 

