Jimmy Walker

This past year, using an active learning exercise on the first day of class, I introduced my students to a fundamental idea in economics that would play a central role in virtually every class period during the semester. Instead of "teaching the concept", the active learning exercise was developed to allow the students to "discover" the concept. 


The exercise was simple, fun, and thought provoking (it also included food which always goes over well with undergraduates). My notes for the class were modified to integrate the concept more completely than I had done so in past years. As the semester progressed, the students seem to appreciate the way in which this very abstract/fundamental idea could be integrated into a wide arrange of increasingly more complex economic issues.
 

