Paul Gutjahr--PLAN
Course: E103: American Bestsellers and their Movies 

270 students; ~25% first years, sophomores, juniors, and seniors

1. Bottleneck
Students often cannot see the “double and triple meanings” in a passage of text, and when I teach this, some students feel I am making the obvious obscure and even absurd. 

2. Define the task(s)

Students must recognize that language can be multi-layered—that competing interpretations can exist at any time. Students must identify the literal meaning and come with a number of alternative meanings. They do this by

a. considering the connotations of individual terms and phrases in the passage, and 

b. considering the possible relevance of a set of themes emphasized in the course.
3. Demonstrate (Model) these tasks explicitly
Show them a video of a many-layered language situation (video clip from “The Big Sleep”). Students discuss, “What are the characters talking about? Follow discussion with lecture on multi-layered language interpretation and the different levels at which language can function. 

4. Provide students practice and feedback
In pairs students discuss the multiple meanings (connotations/interpretations) in a passage from a reading assignment.

5. Assess what students learned
Using CAT #2, Focused Listing, students will list as many meanings as they can for a new passage. Focused listing will be used at several points, before and after the lesson. 

6. Share
Present this model lesson at an FLP meeting and have it videotaped so it can be shared with other faculty members.
