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1. Bottleneck:

Students have difficulties in differentiating when to apply context specific information and reasoning and when to apply universal practices and principles, as a result students often apply post hoc reasoning to political and ethical situations that require sensitivity to local conditions at a different time.

2. Define Tasks

Students need to suspend the rush to judgment by leaving behind the comfort of their own experience for the reality of other places and conditions.  To do so, students must

· recognize that the application of universal principles and values can take different forms 
· navigate through the same concepts across time and place

· move in their thinking from the specific to the universal, and the reverse
· acknowledge the possibility that no principle or reasoning is absolute

3. Model/ Demonstrate

To illustrate how different information and knowledge affects the decision-making calculus, I will employ a combination of in-class collaborative exercise, lecture and video.  The class session will begin with the learning exercise (see below), followed by a discussion/lecture on what kind of information was available to Jewish leaders in the ghettos.  Excerpt from the video the Lodz Ghetto to demonstrate visually the relationship between information (or lack therefore) and the decisions taken.

4.  Practice 

Post Hoc/Hoc Grid Collaborative Learning Exercise

The point of the practice is to show that “what do we know and when do we know it” is crucial in the calculus of political decisions and judgments.  In groups of four, students are asked to write a list of five or six information points that enter in the decision of the Jewish Council to cooperate or oppose Nazi demands for surrender of the elderly population.  Then they write a one sentence decision based on the information points, and explain briefly the link between the information and the decision.

5.  Assessment

Continuation of the Collaborative Exercise

At a later point in the class session, after the discussion and video, students are asked to cross out from their list the information points that were the result of post hoc knowledge and reasoning by the observer 9i.e. the students) and retain only that information that would have been known to the contemporary decision makers.   Then, students are to write a one-sentence decision based on the narrower information and explain why or why not their decision is different or the same.

Assessment concerns whether the exercise allows students to comprehend the significance of post hoc information and reasoning in the calculus of decision by comparing the pre and post parts of the exercise.

The assessment can be reaped at several points in the course, to determine whether the retention of the separation of post hoc v. hoc information and judgment holds for other political conditions.  A more sophisticated version will deal with the impact of information flow as a factor in political decision-making.

6.  Share

The 3 political science faculty in FLP discussed the possibility of a brown bag discussion series on teaching.  I think this will work best by providing concrete resources to other members of the faculty, including both physical resources (books, articles in a pedagogy library) and intellectual resources (information and examples).   The above problem and exercise could serve as a subject for a brown bag discussion.  

