Georgia Strange
FLP PLAN: A Teaching and Assessment Strategy

I. Identify the Bottleneck

Most students contemplate visual imagery as a two dimensional phenomenon.  Traditional academic learning involves a passive relationship with text and/or image on a flat surface (book, screen, etc.).  It is extremely difficult for students to imagine ideas in the round. Simple contour drawings predominate which provide minimal information to the student; consequently, ideas are underdeveloped. If translated into a three-dimensional form, their compositions often remain interesting only from a singular vantage-point more suitable for paintings, photos, etc.

II. Define the tasks.

1. Students must draw thumbnail sketches of several ideas that they can visualize.

2. Students must imagine these ideas from different vantage-points and draw them.

3. An idea will be chosen and then translated into a three dimensional composition.

4. Although much thought and work has gone into idea development, students must remain responsive to the potential evolution and transformation of the original idea. 

III. Demonstrate these tasks explicitly
Show the students examples of work by professional artists that are relevant in a general manner.  Perhaps the same material is used or a particular visual element such as line or plane is the focus.  Reinforce and concentrate the discussion of the assignment's goals by showing both slides and actual examples of student work. Demonstrate the material's characteristics, the tools, and the working process.

IV. Provide students practice and feedback.

Students work on their projects individually.  They interact with each other in a group of three to four students by virtue of sitting at tables in the classroom.  I plan to increase the aspect of intermediate but formal feedback. I will ask the students to stop in the middle of class period and conduct a working critique while I move from table to table.  Mostly I will listen but I think it is important for me to engage in the discussion to show I value what they are doing.

V. Assess what students learned.

Using the CAT, Annotated Portfolio, students will write reflections about how their work dealt with the assignment parameters.  This will be written on an index card that I will distribute and collect each class period.  Eventually it will go into their sketchbook where additional reflections about their idea process are recorded.

VI. Share

I will work with Associate Instructors who teach in Fundamental Studio. I might give a lecture in the School of Fine Arts Teacher Training Grad Seminar.
