Lesson Plan for Indiana Geography and History of the World Standards 

(High-School Level)
Standard 7—Conflict and Cooperation
Case Study:  Tibet within China
Estimated Sessions: 1-2 (90+ minutes)
High School Courses:  World History – modern China (1949 to present)

                                       Current Issues
There are many ethnic groups within China, and some groups strive for autonomy.  They can cooperate or conflict with each other. This lesson examines this issue using Tibet as a case study.
STANDARDS
Indiana Geography and History of the World Standards:
Standard 7—Conflict and Cooperation (Students will explore the physical and human geographic factors affecting the origins and the local, regional and supranational consequences of conflict and cooperation between and among groups of people.)
7.2:  Analyze the physical and human factors involved in conflicts and violence related to nationalist, racial, ethnic, religious, economic, and/or resource issues in various parts of the world, over time.
7.3:  Analyze and explain why some countries achieved independence peacefully through legal means and others achieved independence as a consequence of armed struggle or wars
7.4:  Prepare maps, timelines, and/or other graphic representations
National Geography Standards:

1:  Use Maps to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective

13:  How forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence division and control of the earth’s surface

17:  How to apply geography to interpret the past

OBJECTIVES
Students will:


Memorize vocabulary words related to the reading

Understand historical background of Tibetan region within China 


Create a general timeline of Tibet and control of the region over centuries
Categorize events depicting possible conflict or cooperation or both and why

Debate/Discuss for or against:  1) Tibetan Independence; 2) Tibetan Autonomy 

within China’s control; or 3) China’s takeover of the region with little to no 

autonomy


Create a Public Service Announcement extolling their view
MATERIALS
Choosing Sides Worksheet  #1 (only 2 sides to this story)
Student Readings:


Historical Background (excerpt from Teacher Reading—Historical Background 1)

Current Events (2008 Olympics)

Teacher Readings:


Historical Background 1 (longer version of Student Reading—Historical 



Background)

Historical Background 2 (Yarlung Dynasty)


Historical Background 3 (Qing Dynasty)


Historical Background 4 (20th century)

Fast Facts (for mini-lecture)

Vocabulary List

Q&A for Student Reading--Historical Background (check comprehension)

PowerPoint 
Video (24 minutes)

Choosing Sides Worksheet #2 (3 or more sides to this story)

Student Readings:


Chinese View 1


Chinese View 2


Independence View 1


Independence View 2


Autonomy (Moderate) View (espoused by Dalai Lama)

Events Checkmark Worksheet and Answer Key

Web Resources:

Example of public service announcement:

http://www.adcouncil.org/default.aspx?id=41 go to right-hand side, and click under 

heading of “Radio:  dangerous things”
Latest news article from the Dalai Lama (get this for the day you teach the lesson!): http://www.dalailama.com/news.324.htm 

Excellent Web site for many other things about Tibet:

http://www.tew.org/geography/index.html
PROCEDURES
Hook:  Choosing Sides Worksheet #1:  Teacher has students choose one of the sides in each line.  After students run through this, take a few minutes, and talk about choosing sides and what makes a person choose one way or the other.  Then talk about Tibet and China and how they are choosing between 1) China allowing autonomy, with the Dalai Lama returning to Tibet and 2) China keeping the Dalai Lama out of Tibet and outlawing his picture and influence.

*Display Vocabulary List:  Go over each term quickly with students.  

*Have all students read Historical Background reading
*Teacher gives a mini lecture based on the 3 Historical Background readings, making a timeline as you go. (Teacher will create this timeline him/herself as each teacher will choose what he/she needs the student to know for the unit taught.)
*Show PowerPoint and talk about Tibet and its place in China

Mini Lecture:  Develop a lecture based on the teacher’s Historical Background readings provided.  These readings are much longer than the Historical Background reading for the students.  A timeline should be constructed on the board or overhead during this lecture.
Perhaps begin lecture with: 

7th-century Tibet and China intertwined

Mongols conquered in 13th Century

Qing Dynasty 1644-1912

5th Dalai Lama claimed Tibet is quite separate

6th Dalai Lama claimed Tibet is separate but respected China 1683-1706

China, Mongolia, Tibet ALL separate

1912 13th Dalai Lama declared Tibet Independent, by 1914 accepts Suzerainty

CCP took over China in 1949

1951 Tibet under Chinese rule after Chinese troop occupation

1959 current (14th) Dalai Lama went into exile

After mini lecture:
*Pass out Choosing Sides Worksheet #2 – have students quickly choose one of the three items provided.  Stress how 3, 4, or maybe even 5 options exist.  Have students think about a third Tibet-China option, which could be total independence for Tibet.

*Divide into 3 groups:  Hand out appropriate view (one view per group). Have students read and highlight and take notes from their reading(s).  Students will present the viewpoint represented in their reading(s).  Students will debate with others once all have presented why or why not their view is the one to choose.

ASSESSMENT

Public Service Announcement

Students will create a public service announcement stating at least 3 reasons for the view that they support.  This announcement should include an explanation of why this is good for the community or society.  

Questions
What is the conflict involving Tibet and China?

What role did/does the United States and the West play in their politics?

How can the rest of the world assist in the matter of Tibetan autonomy?

What could be keeping China from allowing the Dalai Lama back into Tibet?

Which side do you choose? And why?

Events Checkmark Worksheet 

Students will pair up and decide if the item is an example of a conflict, a cooperation, or both.
Created by Connie Ables, 12/08 (East Asian Studies Center, Indiana University)


